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SHINE JESUS "LIGHT_

THANKS FOR JOINING
THE TEAM!

You shine. You really do!

OSV's Totally Catholic Stellar VBS is going to be full of
Bible adventures, games, music, snacks, hugs, high-fives,
and sciency-fun “wows.” But we're doing more than simply
entertaining kids. We have a powerful purpose at the heart
of every single activity:

Helping kids experience Jesus’ love.

That's why we're here...and you're an important part of
making that happen. You're the hands and heart of God,
shining his incredible love for each of them.

We couldn’t do this without you. What you do matters!
So thanks for being a star.

Sing & Play Blast Off/Cosmic Closing
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BEFORE STELLAR

Ask God to prepare your heart and the
hearts of the kids and leaders who will
be part of VBS.

Use the Sing & Play Blast Off Music CD,
DVD, and pages 72-88 in this manual. Be
familiar with all the songs and motions so
you can teach them with ease.

Everyone comes together for Sing & Play
Blast Off and Cosmic Closing, so you'll
need a large room, such as the parish hall
or gymnasium. The song motions have
been designed to work for children in pews
or rows.

You'll find plenty of great, easy-to-use
decorating items in the Stellar VBS
catalog or at vbs.osv.com. Watch the
Decorating Places: Stellar video, and
then get the step-by-step instructions
at vbs.osv.com. Work with your VBS
Director to determine who will create a
Crew sign for each Crew.
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Sing & Play Blast Off is where kids create
an interactive display to celebrate God
Sightings. See page 5 to learn how you'll
celebrate God Sightings during VBS.

Parents, grandparents, and babysitters
are invited to come to each day’s closing.
These VIPs can sit in the designated area
and enjoy each day’s show!

Middle school or high school helpers will be
invaluable to your success! Prior to each
day, review the schedule so they’ll know
when to help lead singing, assist with
media needs, or hold props for you.

Be sure the music will be loud enough for
everyone to hear. Give the Media Outline
(pp. 69-70) to an assistant who can cue up
all the songs, images, and videos.

Learn how to turn it on, how to replace
batteries, and how to clip it to your shirt
or remove it from the stand. A microphone
ensures that everyone can hearyou. 3
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DURING STELLAR

Q)}) Attention-getting signals let kids know
when it's time to stop what they’re doing

and look at you. Use the Space Blaster
(available at vbs.osv.com) or another
signal of your choice.

Every day, kids choose one of five jobs:
Guide, Kit Carrier, Prayer Person, Schedule
Supervisor, or Thank You-er! Kids love
when those jobs get called on!

Guide Crew Leaders to participate right
along with kids. When Crew Leaders listen,
get involved, and have fun, kids do too!

We've intentionally kept the skits simple so
they're easy for parishes of all sizes to put
on. However, some VBS directors love to do
more elaborate productions. Go for it! Just
remember to keep the humor simple and
follow a basic story line that gives a taste of
what kids will experience each day at VBS.
And be sure to practice ahead of time! You
may even ask your Director or other helpers
to sit in the audience during your rehearsals
to be sure kids will be able to hear and see
the action. Remember, kids respond best
to big, over-the-top, physical humor—not
“word” humor (as adults do). Keep the skits
short, high energy, and easy to follow.

If you want to do the skits but can’t round
up a hammy volunteer to play Mickey,
we've got you covered! The Stellar Skits
DVD features all five skits. All you need to
do is fire up the DVD player and projector.
(The Stellar Skits DVD is available at
vbs.osv.com.)

Every activity focuses on one memorable
Bible truth called the Bible Point.
Repeating the Bible Point helps kids
remember it and apply it to their lives
after VBS. Each time kids hear the day’s
Bible Point, they fling out their fingers and
say, “Shine Jesus' light!”

00

5 Invite kids—whoever wants to—to come

f% up front and sing. It's great having children

lead each other in worship. The focus isn't
on just one leader who is on stage.

Quickly go over song motions, or call them
out just before kids should begin doing
them. Let the motions be a fun part of
worship, not the main emphasis. Kids can
follow along with the Sing & Play Blast Off
DVD, too.

©

When you buy a Sing & Play Blast Off Music

CD, card, or DVD, you also buy the right to play
the Stellar VBS songs as often as you like. But
companies that own these songs haven't given
you (or us) permission to duplicate any of your
Sing & Play products. Making your own copies—
even to use at VBS—is against the law, which is a
fact many people don’t know.



God Sightings®

God hasn't retired, you know. He's as busy now as he's ever been.
But until you see that with your own eyes, it's tough to have a
vibrant faith. God can seem distant or impersonal. God is active

in our everyday lives—and we can learn to look. We can make it a
habit to keep an eye out for the daily overwhelming evidence that
God is doing great things all around us.

At Stellar VBS, you'll encourage kids and adults to look for God
Sightings—everyday clues that God is present, passionate, and
powerful. A God Sighting is simply an acknowledgment that God
has done something. It's giving God credit where credit is due. It’s
developing a God-focused view and a grateful heart. Kids and
adults will discover that they can see God in things like Scripture,
people, circumstances, and nature.

As participants—even preschoolers—make God Sightings part of
everyday life, their faith will grow. Why? Because they’ll actually see
God at work—not because he’s suddenly shown up but because
they finally have eyes to see...and at last, they're looking. Here's
how you’ll make God Sightings part of VBS.

* Set the stage. Somewhere in your Sing & Play Blast Off areq,
designate the God Sightings Celebration Spot. This is simply a
wall or even a section of your main stage. Hang the God Sightings
Poster that features Psalm 19:1. You can hang pre-cut pieces of
fishing line if you'd like the God Sightings Stars to hang on them. Or
set a few rolls of tape so Crew Leaders can quickly tape their stars
to the wall when the time comes.

* Share God Sightings. Kids learn about God Sightings at Cosmic
Closing on Day 1. Then beginning on Day 2 at Sing & Play Blast Off,
Crews will huddle together to share ways they've seen God at work.
As kids share about amazing things they’ve seen in nature or ways
they've felt or experienced God’s love, they'll leave each day with
very real ways God showed up at VBS.

* Record God Sightings. Each Crew will have a permanent marker
and a God Sightings Star in its Crew bag. (Connect with your VBS
Director to see who will be responsible for putting a new starin
each Crew bag every day.) As kids share, Crew Leaders will write
words or phrases (or even draw pictures) of what kids share.

* Celebrate God Sightings. After Crews share and record God
Sightings, Crew Leaders come to the God Sightings Celebration
Spot as everyone sings “He Is the Light.” There, they'll tape the
stars to strings or directly on the wall.

* Watch for God. During KidVid Cinema, kids will receive glow-in-the-
dark Watch for God Wristbands that they’'ll wear all week. These
wristbands remind kids to keep their eyes open for things God is
doing all around them.
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DAY 1: When life feels dark, shine Jesus’ light!

el 'Bible Verse: “Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I'am the light of the world.”” (John 8:12)

By g
-y b Bible Story: Jesus comes as a baby to be king. (Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12)
h a Catholic ID: Paschal Candle | Saint of the Day: Saint Yi Seung-hun
Stellar Bible

Adventures

Find the light of the
world when Jesus is born.

Sing & Play Blast Off:

+ Learn the Day 1 Bible Point
and verse, and meet Bible
Memory Buddy Cosmo.

+ Sing Stellar songs.

+ Meet Mickey Wey, an aspiring
space explorer.

KidVid” Cinema

When Hayden got sick,
he had to miss school
and fun times with
friends. That felt sad and
dark! But even in a hard
time, Hayden shined
Jesus’ light.

Galactic Snacks
Star Bars

Cosmic Closing

Close the day with

a stellar science
experiment, showing
that Jesus shines all the
time...and we can reflect
his light!

Imagination
Station

* Explore how stars are
formed and make their
own scintillating
Star Spinners.

* Meet Saint Vi
Seung-hun.

Have a Ball! Silent Space Chase Mission Control

At Totally Catholic Stellar VBS, the daily Bible Point is carefully integrated
into each station’s activities for unforgettable Learning of Scripture. See how
your station reinforces today’s Bible Point.



When life feels dark, shine Jesus’ light!

Bible Story: Jesus comes as a baby to be king.
(Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12)

Bible Verse: “Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘l am the
light of the world.” (John 8:12)

Catholic ID: Paschal Candle

Saint of the Day: Saint Yi Seung-hun

Bible Insights

* Mary and Joseph lived in a dark time for God’s people.
Jews suffered under Roman rule. Herod—a “client king”
chosen by Roman leaders—governed with cruelty.
Fearing conspiracy, he had two wives, three sons, and
his mother-in-law executed!

+ Jesus’ parents traveled about 80 miles from Nazareth
to Bethlehem. Walking the rugged terrain would likely
have taken about five days.

* Scholars don't agree on the exact identity of the Magi.
Perhaps these men belonged to a priestly tribe from
Mede. Maybe they came from Babylon, representing
a group of elders who studied everything from science
to medicine. Regardless, their expertise in studying the
heavens put them in a position to see a unique star—
with divine meaning!

* Culturally, shepherds held little esteem. Their low status
included the reputation of being coarse, ceremonially
unclean, and even dangerous. Yet God chose this
unlikely audience to be the first to hear of Jesus’ birth.
(And they became the first missionaries as they spread
the joyful news!)

Why It Matters Today

As people who love kids, we want their lives to be filled
with peace and joy. We hope childhood overflows with
bright moments of happiness. Yet the truth is that life
can feel dark for children. Loneliness and bullying are
realities. Recent research shows that about 12.5 million
children live in poverty. Even kids with stable homes
hear (or see) discouraging news stories. Like sponges,
kids absorb anxiety felt by parents and caregivers.

Amid this darkness, there’s hope! Isaiah
prophesied, “For those who live in a land
of deep darkness, a light will shine” (Isaiah
9:2). Jesus, the light of the world, offers
the promise of peace and joy. Today
celebrate the light that shines...and can't
be extinguished (John 1:5)! Encourage kids
to illuminate our dark world with the same
hope that Jesus offers.



Mickey Wey Skit

Bible

Props & Prep:

small walkie-talkie or
other gizmo to be Mickey'’s
“‘communicator”

+ costume for Mickey Wey,

such as

white painter’s coveralls with
boots and a backpack

Mickey:

Leader:

Mickey:

Point: When life feels dark, shine Jesus’ light!

a blue jumpsuit or

o
—
-

Mickey enters, talking into a walkie-talkie as he walks backward onto the
set, inspecting the area.

Captain’s log, star date 2023.6. The moon is...well, still as desolate as
ever, full of dust and rocks.

Mickey works his way around the set with his back to the Leader the
entire time.

There is little of note here in this area, but | will not sleep until | have
searched every last grain of moon sand!

Mickey takes a step back, tripping over a moon rock and falls near the
Leader, seeing him or her for the first time.

WHOA!

He stands and stares at the Leader in shock and wonderment before
finally raising his recorder and speaking into it.

Captain’s log...star date...something. | may have just discovered LIFE
on the MOON! This is a HUGE discovery! (Turns to see the audience,
and his eyes get wide.)

I may have just discovered LIVES on the moon! This is INCREDIBLE!

I will call my discovery “Martians”! (To himself) Well, actually, that
doesn’t make much sense... (More clearly, into his walkie-talkie) | will call
them Moooooooooonions...? Actually, | can’t think of a name right
now, I'll do that later.

(Interrupts Mickey) Hey! Hi...hello! I'm really sorry, but we aren’t
Martians, or Moonions, or anything else! We're just people...from Earth.

(Sadly puts away his walkie-talkie as he listens to the Leader.) Oh, well...
that’s a little embarrassing. I'm sorry for thinking you were space
creatures. (Sticks out his hand for the Leader to shake.) Hi! I'm Mickey
Wey, a mechanic for Solar Group! Well, a future former mechanic, |
should say!



Leader: Hi, Mickey! Good to meet you! My name is [name]. These are all my new
friends who are here for Stellar VBS!

Mickey waves to the audience.
Leader: How are you a “future...former...mechanic”? That kind of doesn’t make sense.

Mickey: Well, that’'s why I’'m here on the moon in the first place! | may be a mechanic
now, but I’'m taking the test to become a captain. (Sticks his chest out proudly.)
I've always wanted to be a captain! My team sent me to the moon so | can
show off my exploration skills. If | pass, I'll be in charge of my own spaceship
and explore the amazing galaxy! (Points finger in the air with excitement.) Go
places no one has ever gone before!

Leader: That's stellar! Have you been anywhere cool?
Mickey: Well, (dramatically) I've been to the moon!
Leader: | mean, anywhere else? (Motions to audience) We're all on the moon right now...

Mickey: Well, I've also been to (with the same dramatic flair he used when saying he’s
been to the moon) Floridal!

Leader: Wow, that’s...definitely something. How long are you here for?

Mickey: Just till the end of the week, but | have to survive on my own with nothing but
my skills and the 15 cases of Twinkies | requested be sent with me!

Leader: Are you sure you brought enough Twinkies? That gives you only three cases
a day!

Mickey: | sure hope so. Can | be honest with you? I'm a little worried. | know I've been
to the moon...and Florida...but this is really my first time being away from
home. | don’'t have family or friends to talk to and be with. I've been here for
only a few hours, and I'm already starting to feel really lonely.

Leader: Being out on your own for the first time can be really scary and can make life
feel a little dark. But we're here to help! Because when life feels dark... (shine
Jesus’ light!) We're here to shine the light, friendship, and hope of our friend
Jesus. He’s the light of the world!

Mickey: (Starts to perk up) Really? | could use some light like that!

Leader: Yep! We're all here to shine Jesus’ light to friends like you! (Gestures to Crews)
We're all here for you, Mickey!

Mickey: Thanks so much, [name]. | really appreciate it! | feel a lot better already. Well,
| need to head back to my ship and submit my report so far. | don’t think
anyone will believe there are all these people up here in space!

Leader: Okay! See you soon, Mickey!
Leader waves goodbye as Mickey exits.

Permission to photocopy this resource from OSV'’s Totally Catholic edition of Group'’s Stellar VBS granted for local parish
use. Copyright © 2023 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO.



Day 1 Sing & Play Blast Off

Supplies You'll Need

Off. On the first

busy week, younger children
will benefit from orientation
time with their leaders.

Every Day...

Space Blaster*
attention-getter

Bible

Sing & Play Blast Off Music
Leader Version CD*

Sing & Play Blast Off
Music DVD*

* media/DVD player

* screen to watch Buddy
Intro videos

* microphone/sound system

Bible Point Posters*

SPACESHIPTIP 4

On Day 1only, preschoolers
will go straight to Preschool
Space Place instead of
attending Sing & Play Blast
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Day 1Supplies
Day 1 Bible Point Poster*

+ Day 1 Mickey Wey Skit script
and props (optional)

.ﬁHs Crew copies of “Who’s Who on the
Crew” handout from p. 14
(1 per Crew)

“Starry Skies” image from
vbs.osv.com

*available from OSV at vbs.osv.com

Prepare to Blast Off

* Preschoolers won't participate in Sing & Play Blast Off on
Day 1, but be sure to save a spot for preschool Crews near the
front when they join you on Days 2-5. Preschoolers love to
dance and sing, and being right up front not only focuses their
attention but also allows them to better see and learn the
motions to the songs.

* Put a copy of the “Who's Who on the Crew” handout near
each Crew sign. This handout is also in the Crew Leader Guide
(found on the Clip Art & Resources CD) as well as on the back
of name badges purchased from vbs.osv.com.

* Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs.

* Download the “Starry Skies” image from vbs.osv.com. Add it
to your media presentation.

* Use spray adhesive to mount the Bible Point Posters on foam
core to make them easier for children to hold up. The posters
will last throughout the week, and your church can use them
as room decorations during the year to remind kids of these
relevant and applicable Bible truths!

+ Set the Day 1 Bible Point Poster up front.



* Thirty minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, begin playing
the Sing & Play Blast Off Music. This will create a fun and
inviting atmosphere as the kids and Crew Leaders enter
your area for the first time. (You can even start teaching the
motions to “early arrivers.”)

* Five minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, gather with
your Crew Leaders for a huddle and a prayer.

Welcome Crews

m Welcome to Stellar! My name is [name], and I’'m excited to be

(o)

Track 1

exploring the stars with you. We'll start every day here at Sing
& Play Blast Off.

Point to your logo, either onscreen or on a poster.

The word stellar describes something that’s the very, very best!
Stellar things are amazing! The word stellar is where we get
our word star! Look around. And we're surrounded by stars
here! Something that’s stellar shines better and brighter than
everything else. Here, we'll explore how Jesus shines and how
we can be stellar like him!

Let’s start off with a song about that!

Lead everyone in singing “Shine His Light.” Words are on
page 72. Call out the words and motions before you sing and
do them.

Talk About Things That Are Stellar

Motion to the set around you.

m We're imagining what it would be like to be in space, seeing all

()

Track 2

the incredible things God made. Lots of those shine or reflect
light waaaay back to us on Earth. Those things are stellar—
not just because some of them are stars but also because
they’re awesome!

Let’s think about some other things that are stellar or the very,
very best.

Briefly give an example of something in your life you think is
stellar. You might talk about your kids, coffee, or something
in nature.

Now it’s your turn. Huddle up with your Crew. That means turn
so you can hear everyone in the group. Take turns telling about
something you think is stellar. Crew Leaders, we’'ll have you
share first.

Play “He Is the Light” while Crews talk for about two minutes.

N LR FEELS DAR,
SHINE JESUS' LIGHTT

/WHAT WE FOUND

We meet five minutes before
VBS begins, oftentimes in
the front of the Sing & Play
area. Kids are welcome to
join, and they get to see
that Crew Leaders and staff
are praying for them. It's
quick and easy, and it makes
prayer an important part of
our morning.

n



Turn off the music, and take a microphone into the audience.
Let several kids share what they talked about. Be sure to let
kids speak into the microphone, or repeat what they say so
others can hear.

Learn Today’s Bible Point

Y \A» Wow! Those things bring you joy. They're sparks of light in
your life.

But the best thing in our lives is God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus shines
love, hope, and joy for us when things don’t feel so great.

Each day we'll learn a Bible Point. That’s an important truth to
remember from the Bible. Today we'll explore what it means
that when life feels dark, we can shine Jesus’ light. That’s our
Bible Point. Today whenever you hear someone say, “When

life feels dark,” you get to finish the sentence by saying
“..shine Jesus’ light!” As you say that, fling out your fingers like
they're stars!

Practice saying the Bible Point a few times with the Crews
responding.

Sometimes life might feel dark. When we say “life feels dark,”
that means life seems hopeless or sad. A life without [name
some of the stellar things kids shared] wouldn’t be very bright,
would it?

Try something with me. Close your eyes. Pause.

While eyes are closed, show the “Starry Skies” image so it'll be
onscreen when kids open their eyes.

With your eyes closed, imagine a night sky without stars.

It might look like what you’re seeing with your eyes shut!
Okay, the sun is a star, and we sure need that. But all those
millions and millions of other stars are important, too. Stars
helped people cross oceans or explore new lands before there
was GPS or satellites. Life on Earth would be really different
without those stars. Open your eyes.

Point to the “Starry Skies” image.

These lights shine in the night—when there’s no other light.
They can remind us of Jesus’ light and that we can shine, too.
When life feels dark... (shine Jesus’ light!)

12
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Track 9

Introduce the Bible Verse
Hold up your Bible.

The Bible says this: “Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘| am the
light of the world. ” Jesus shines joy, love, hope, and comfort
into life when things feel dark. Let’s sing about Jesus, the light

of the world.

Lead everyone in singing “He Is the Light.” Words are on
page 74.

Meet Bible Memory Buddy® Cosmo

All week long we'll get to know surprising Bible Memory
Buddies who will help us remember our Bible Points. All our
Buddies are things God created. How cool is that? Let’s take
a look!

Play the “Day 1 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Blast Off
Music DVD.

Ask a volunteer to hold the Bible Point Poster featuring Cosmo.

When you see Cosmo, remember when life feels dark... (shine
Jesus’ light!) Let’s sing a song called “This Little Light of Mine”
to remember that we can shine like Jesus!

Lead kids in singing “This Little Light of Mine.” Words are on
page 88.

Choose Crew Jobs

m At Stellar, each Crew member has an important job. The

jobs are Thank You-er, Prayer Person, Kit Carrier, Guide, and
Schedule Supervisor.

Have Crew Leaders get the “Who's Who on the Crew” handout.

Crew Leaders, go over the job descriptions, and have your Crew
members decide who will do each job. The jobs are listed on the
back of your name badges, too. A person can have a different
job each day or the same job for the entire week. You'll have one
minute to choose.

Allow a minute for kids to choose their jobs. When it looks like
everyone has finished, sound the Space Blaster.

You all have important jobs now! The fun and excitement you
bring to these jobs will help us find fun and friendship this week!

Make announcements, remind Crews which groups they're in,
and ask a Prayer Person to pray.

Play the Sing & Play Blast Off Music as Crews exit.

WHO'S WHO
ON THE CREW

Guide

chooses action ideas for traveling
through VBS.

Kit Carrier

distributes and collects supplies
and helps carry the Crew’s bag.

Prayer
Person

leads or opens prayer times.

Schedule
Supervisor

helps monitor the daily schedule
to let the Crew know what's
coming next.

Thank
You-er

leads the Crew in thanking
Station Leaders each day.

13




WHO'S WHO
ON THE CREW

Guide

Duties

chooses action ideas for traveling
through VBS.

Kit Carrier

distributes and collects supplies
and helps carry the Crew’s bag.

Prayer
Person

leads or opens prayer times.

SChed ule helps monitor the daily schedule

to let the Crew know what'’s

SU PerViSOf coming next.

Thank
You-er

Permission to photocopy this resource from OSV’s Totally Catholic edition of Group’s Stellar VBS granted for local parish use.

14

leads the Crew in thanking
Station Leaders each day.

Copyright © 2023 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO.



Day 1 Cosmic Closing

Supplies You'll Need

Every Day...
% Space Blaster*
Bible
5

Sing & Play Blast Off Music NareH
Leader Version CD*

B |
Sing & Play Blast Off fax

Music DVD* !

#
* media/DVD player

* screen and projector for

Spotlight slideshows
* microphone/sound system

Prepare to Blast Off

* See if the Spotlight VBS Leader has the Spotlight slideshow
ready to go.

* Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs.

* Test the “Reveal ‘Invisible’ Light” experiment for yourself. Be
sure your helpers have tried it out and know not to shine the
pointer in anyone’s eyes.

+ Several minutes before Cosmic Closing is scheduled to start,
begin playing the Sing & Play Blast Off Music. This will create
a fun and inviting atmosphere as Crews enter your area.

Welcome Crews

@ Lead everyone in singing “Shine His Light.” Words are on page

72. Briefly review the motions before you begin.
Track 1

Welcome to our very first Cosmic Closing! I'm [name], and
each day we’'ll wrap up our Stellar day with songs, smiles,
and surprises!

*

Day 1Supplies
Day 1 Bible Point Poster*

Watch for God Wristband*
for yourself

aerosol can of hair spray (or
fog machine, if your parish has
one)

3 inexpensive laser pointers
(look for the ones often used
to play with pets)

handheld mirrors (3, plus 1 per
elementary Crew)

small flashlights (1 per
elementary Crew)

available from OSV at vbs.osv.com

We discovered it was helpful
to have a volunteer sitting
in the audience as we
practiced with the “Reveal
‘Invisible’ Light” experiment.
The angle and direction we
pointed the lasers made

a big difference in what
kids could see from where
they're sitting!
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Watch the Spotlight Show

Each day at Cosmic Closing, we watch a Spotlight VBS show
featuring some of you and the discoveries you've made
today. You'll get to see your faces on the screen sometime
throughout the amazing, adventurous week. Let’s watch!

Play the Spotlight VBS show that was prepared during the day.
Then give a rousing round of applause.

Wow! | loved all of your stellar smiles up there! Let’s sing about
how we can shine our lights—just like Jesus shined God’s love
when he was born.

@ Lead everyone in singing “Shine.” Words are on page 76.
Track 3

Reveal “Invisible” Light

At the end of the song, your two helpers come up front and
stand offstage or out of sight to one side of the stage. They'll
each shine a laser pointer across the stage, several feet behind
you. Kids may see the dot of light but won't see the laser beam
crossing the stage behind you. (Your helpers are creating
“surprise” beams of light for later!)

Today we've talked a lot about how life can feel dark—
hopeless, sad, or fearful. Sometimes it feels like Jesus isn't here.
Motion to stars on your set.

Jesus seems as far away as those stars in the night sky.

SPACESHIP TIP 4 Oh, maybe we glimpse a spot of his light when someone
. encourages us. Use a laser pointer to shine a spot of light on
You may want to dim . .
_ . part of the wall, where kids can see. Or we hear a reading from
the lights for the “Reveal . . .
‘Invisible’ Light” segment. Scripture that helps us feel better. Shine your pointer on a
While the laser beam will different part of the wall.

show up in full light, it's . ) g
P Ih TR 9Nt But it seems so small—and so far away. Jesus’ light can feel
easier to see in dim light.

\_ ) like it’s just a tiny dot of light in a dark time.

But what if | told you that Jesus’ light is shining all the time?
His love is filling this room! His hope is always around you—
even when you can’t see it! Let’s try something.

Call up a volunteer to hold your laser pointer so the beam of
light passes horizontally in front of you (pointing at a wall, not
toward the audience).

Now if | hold my hand right here (hold your hand in front of you
in the beam of light), that light lands on my hand, of course.
But there’s more light than just that little dot.

Spray the hairspray in front of you, revealing the entire
beam of light!
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Y\ Wow! That'’s a lot of light that we didn’t even know was here!
Jesus’ light is shining—even when we can’t see it!

Jesus’ love, hope, joy, peace, and forgiveness surround us all
the time.

Spray the hairspray behind you, revealing the beams of light
your helpers have been shining—the ones kids didn't see!

Reflect the Light

m That’s pretty amazing. But we can make it even more amazing.
When life seems dark... (shine Jesus’light!) Let’s use some mirrors
to show what can happen when we shine Jesus’ light.

Call up two more helpers or Crew Leaders who can stand

opposite those holding the laser pointers. Give each of these
volunteers a mirror. Be sure they angle the mirrors slightly upward Hair spray is easy to use,

so the beam of light reflects up and not right back at the person but you can also reveal
holding the pointer. (Those holding mirrors should close their eyes the beam of light by using

a small fog machine. Fog
machines are a bigger “wow,”

Volunteers with the pointers can shine the light at the mirrors, since the particles stay in the

. . | air longer. Or go “low tech”
doubling the light beams as they reflect! and bang a few very chalky

Spray the hair spray (or fog machine) to reveal even more beams chalkboard erasers together!
of laser light!

so they don't look at the laser beams.)

If people can’t see Jesus’ light, we can reveal it to them—kind of
like the way the spray showed you a light that was already here.

Now you get to try! Laser pointers can hurt our eyes, so we're
going to try this with some flashlights.

In a minute, your Crew Leader will hold a mirror. You can take
turns pointing a flashlight at the mirror to see if you can send
the beam of light to land on another Crew.

Demonstrate by having one of your helpers stand a few feet in
front of you, holding a mirror. Shine a flashlight at the mirror, and
see if kids can spot where the light “lands.” Ready? Get glowing!

While Crews experiment with reflecting light, play “Turn Your
@ Eyes.” When the song ends, turn off the music. Sound the Space
Track 5 Blaster to get everyone’s attention. Have Crew Leaders set aside
the flashlights and mirrors so they're not a distraction.

Remember, Saint Yi Seung-hun faced dark times. At the time
he lived in Koreaq, it was against the law to be a Christian. Still,
he shined Jesus’ light and encouraged others to do the same.
Catholic ID' The Paschal Candle reminds us of the light that
Jesus brings to our world. When the Paschal Candle is lit at the
Easter Vigil, the priest sings, “Light of Christ,” and we answer,
“Thanks be to God.” When we are baptized, a small baptismal
candle is lit from the Paschal Candle—a sign that we now have
the light of Christ and are called to share it with others.
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Remind About God Sightings

God'’s love shone when he sent Jesus—the light of the world!
But that’s not the only way we see God’s love. God has filled
our world with evidence of his creativity. God fills your life
with people who shine his friendship and forgiveness. God
wasn'’t just doing things long ago. God is busy shining for us
right here!

This week, you'll practice looking for what God is doing. We
call those God Sightings. Today you received a special gift
to help you remember to look for evidence of God all around
you. Raise your arm in the air so | can see your Watch for
God Wristbands.

Hold up your own wristband.

God Sightings help us watch for God’s love and power every
single day! A God Sighting could be a prayer, a hug from a
parent, the sunshine, or a kind word from a friend.

Wrap Up the Day

We've had a great first day at Stellar. Thanks for all the ways
you glowed with kindness, friendship, and joy! | can’t wait
until tomorrow for another day of adventure, discovery, and
excitement with all of you.

Before you say goodbye, Kit Carriers, help your Crew Leaders
collect the name badges and Bible Memory Buddies and put
them in your Crew bag. And be sure to take home your Star
Spinners from Imagination Station.

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details.

When Crews have finished collecting name badges and Bible
Memory Buddies, have Crew Leaders raise their hands so you
can have a visual of who's finished and who needs more time.

Direct Crew Leaders to leave their Crew bags next to their Crew
signs at the end of each day.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray,
and invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get
their children.

Play the Sing & Play Blast Off Music as parents come to pick
up their children.

Thank God for an awesome first day at Stellar.
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